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Dr. Germán Bollero’s is recognized for the vision, dedication, and inclusive spirit he brings to agricultural 
research and higher education. His career has been a masterclass in leadership—uplifting others, 
bridging institutions, and boldly advancing the land-grant mission.  

As a scholar, his work as an agronomic biometrician has earned national distinction and the respect of 
his peers. But it is how he’s channeled that scholarly excellence into visionary leadership—creating 
opportunities, fostering innovation, and elevating institutional impact—that truly defines his legacy.  

From his early days as a celebrated instructor and collaborator, to his transformative leadership as Head 
of Crop Sciences, Associate Dean for Research, agInnovation North Central Chair, and now Dean of the 
College of ACES at the University of Illinois, he has consistently led with grace, clarity, and purpose. He’s 
guided teams through complex challenges, always advancing the resilience and relevance of his 
institution’s mission.  

His foresight in shaping the future of agriculture—through interdisciplinary initiatives like the Center for 
Digital Agriculture and strategic partnerships with Minority Serving Institutions, including his deep 
collaboration with Tuskegee University—exemplifies his commitment to inclusive excellence and shared 
progress.  

Dean Bollero’s career is a powerful reflection of the land-grant ideals of access, innovation, education, 
and service. His leadership has inspired a generation to think bigger, work together, and lead with 
purpose.  

  




